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RAFT Essay: Student Success 
Grade 9/10 California Common Core State Standards for 
English Language Arts: 
• Writing 1: Write arguments to support claims in an 

analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

• Writing 4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which 
the development, organization, and style are appropriate 
to task, purpose, and audience. 

• Writing 5: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

 
Directions: Choose one of the following rows for your first person writing assignment.  You 
may also create your own option (with teacher’s approval). 
 

R 
Role 

A 
Audience 

F 
Format 

T 
Topic 

A Concerned 
Parent 

Ramon Cortines, 
LAUSD 

Superintendent 

Friendly 
Letter 

Too many LAUSD students are failing 
classes and are at risk of not graduating.  

What should our district do to teach 
these students?  Write a letter to 

Superintendent Cortines about what the 
district should do to better support kids. 

B ALC 
Student 

Mr. Climaco, 
ALC Principal 

Friendly 
Letter 

As an ALC student, how should our school 
support the students at our school?  
Write a letter to Principal Climaco, 

explaining how we should change the way 
we approach instruction and school, based 

on the studies cited in the articles and 
your own classroom experience. 

C 
Mr. 

Climaco, 
ALC 

Principal 

ALC Students 
and Staff 

Speech at 
an 

Assembly 

It is the first day of school and you, as 
principal, have the opportunity to speak 

to all the students and staff at an 
assembly.  Explain to students the 

importance of motivation.  Encourage 
teachers to improve our school culture 

through meaningful instruction. 
 
Writing Process: 
• Tree Map/Outline Due: ___________ 
• Rough Draft Due: __________ 
• Peer-Editing Due: __________ 
• Typed Final Draft Due: ___________ 

• Five paragraphs minimum 
• First person point of view (I, me, my) 
• Clear organization of ideas, including a 

thesis/main argument 
• Cite specific details from the texts 

 


