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Response to Literature Essay: 
The Awakening 

Reading Standard 2: Determine a theme or central 
idea of a text and analyze in detail its development 
over the course of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and refined by specific 
details; provide an objective summary of the text. 
Reading Standard 1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
Writing Standard 1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics 
or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
 
Choose one of the following writing prompts: 
1. The Ending: Some critics view the ending of the novel as Edna’s failure to complete her 
escape from social conventions, an act of cowardice once she no longer has a man by her 
side.  Others view it as a final awakening, a brave decision to give herself to the sea in a 
show of strength and independence that defies social expectation.  Which interpretation do 
you agree with, and why?  (You may want to discuss “The Story of an Hour” as well.) 
2. Motherhood: How does Chopin describe motherhood in The Awakening?  What does she 
suggest are the possibilities for women who engage in this traditional female role?  Choose 
at least two mothers who appear in The Awakening and discuss both of their attitudes 
toward motherhood as well as what Chopin seems to be saying about this supposedly sacred 
institution.  How does this contrast with Mademoiselle Reisz, a single, childless artist? 
3. Themes/Symbolism: What is the central theme of The Awakening?  How does the author, 
Kate Chopin, use symbolism to convey her message?  Symbols in the text include: music, art, 
children, changing houses, birds, the sea, cigars, clothes, food, the moon, sleep. 
 
Writing Criteria: 
! Minimum five-paragraph essay (Introduction, Body, Conclusion). 
! A clear thesis statement (main argument) 
! Textual evidence with analysis (quotes must be cited with page numbers). 
! Creativity and sentence variety. 
! Checked for spelling/grammar/mechanics 
! Typed in MLA Format (Times New Roman, 12 point, Double Spaced).  Un-typed essays 

will be accepted, but will lose a letter grade.  You can also email or share your essay via 
Google Docs to Nittle at arnittle@gmail.com. 

 
Writing Process: 
1. Prewriting/Outline (40 points) Due: ___________ 
2. First Draft (100 points)  Due: ___________ 
3. Peer-Editing/Revision (20 points) Due: ___________ 
4. Typed Final Draft (100 points) Due: ___________ 

 


